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Jupiter, Neptune, Minerva, and Momus 

ACCORDING to an ancient legend, the first man was made by Jupiter, the first bull by Neptune, and the first house 

by Minerva. On the completion of their labors, a dispute arose as to which had made the most perfect work. They 

agreed to appoint Momus as judge, and to abide by his decision. Momus, however, being very envious of the 

handicraft of each, found fault with all. He first blamed the work of Neptune because he had not made the horns of 

the bull below his eyes, so he might better see where to strike. He then condemned the work of Jupiter, because he 

had not placed the heart of man on the outside, that everyone might read the thoughts of the evil disposed and take 

precautions against the intended mischief. And, lastly, he inveighed against Minerva because she had not contrived 

iron wheels in the foundation of her house, so its inhabitants might more easily remove if a neighbor proved 

unpleasant. Jupiter, indignant at such inveterate faultfinding, drove him from his office of judge, and expelled him 

from the mansions of Olympus. 

Translated by George Fyler Townsend. Aesop's Fables (p. 71). Amazon Digital Services, Inc.. 

The Miser 

A MISER sold all that he had and bought a lump of gold, which he buried in a hole in the ground by the side of an 

old wall and went to look at daily. One of his workmen observed his frequent visits to the spot and decided to watch 

his movements. He soon discovered the secret of the hidden treasure, and digging down, came to the lump of gold, 

and stole it. The Miser, on his next visit, found the hole empty and began to tear his hair and to make loud 

lamentations. A neighbor, seeing him overcome with grief and learning the cause, said, “Pray do not grieve so; but 

go and take a stone, and place it in the hole, and fancy that the gold is still lying there. It will do you quite the same 

service; for when the gold was there, you had it not, as you did not make the slightest use of it.” 

Translated by George Fyler Townsend. Aesop's Fables (p. 23). Amazon Digital Services, Inc. 

The Lion and the Bull 

A LION, greatly desiring to capture a Bull, and yet afraid to attack him on account of his great size, resorted to a 

trick to ensure his destruction. He approached the Bull and said, “I have slain a fine sheep, my friend; and if you will 

come home and partake of him with me, I shall be delighted to have your company.” The Lion said this in the hope 

that, as the Bull was in the act of reclining to eat, he might attack him to advantage, and make his meal on him. The 

Bull, on approaching the Lion’s den, saw the huge spits and giant caldrons, and no sign whatever of the sheep, and, 

without saying a word, quietly took his departure. The Lion inquired why he went off so abruptly without a word of 

salutation to his host, who had not given him any cause for offense. “I have reasons enough,” said the Bull. “I see no 

indication whatever of your having slaughtered a sheep, while I do see very plainly every preparation for your 

dining on a bull.” 

Translated by George Fyler Townsend. Aesop's Fables (pp. 62-63). Amazon Digital Services, Inc. 

The Charcoal-Burner and the Fuller 

A CHARCOAL-BURNER carried on his trade in his own house. One day he met a friend, a Fuller, and entreated 

him to come and live with him, saying that they should be far better neighbors and that their housekeeping expenses 

would be lessened. The Fuller replied, “The arrangement is impossible as far as I am concerned, for whatever I 

should whiten, you would immediately blacken again with your charcoal.” Like will draw like. 

Translated by George Fyler Townsend. Aesop's Fables (p. 16). Amazon Digital Services, Inc. 


