Plato: Allegory of the Cave
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[Socrates:] And now, I said, let me show in a figure how far our nature is enlightened or
unenlightened: --Behold! human beings living in a underground den, which has a mouth
open towards the light and reaching all along the den; here they have been from their
childhood ve their lelecks chair.at they callve, and ca

see before eing prev the chain urning rou heads. Ab

and behind them a fire is blazing at a distance, and between the fire and the prisoners
there is a raised way; and you will see, if you look, a low wall built along the way, like the
screen which marionette players have in front of them, over which they show the
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[Glaucoae.

And do you see, I said, men passing along the wall carrying all sorts of vessels, and
statues and ﬁiures of animals made of wood and stone and various materials, which

appear ovi all? Some are talking s silent.

You have shown me a strange image, and they are strange prisoners.

Like ourselves, I replied; and they see only their own shadows, or the shadows of one

another, whi e fire thro e opposite the cave?
True, he ow could ee anythi the shadows if they were

never allowed to move their heads?

And of the objects which are being carried in like manner they would only see the
shadows? _
Yes, he said.

And if they were able to converse with one another, would they not suppose that they

were namﬂat was actu re them?
Very tru

And suppose further that the prison had an echo which came from the other side, would
they not be sure to fancy when one of the passers-by spoke that the voice which they

heard car:_ethe passin w?
No ques , he replied.
To them, I said, the truth would be literally nothing but the shadows of the images.
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